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Your statement: 
As I  read the following verses I found a conflict where the LORD appeared: Genesis 12:7,  
Genesis 17:1, Genesis 18:1, Genesis 26:24, Genesis 35:7, Genesis 35:9, Genesis 48:3, Exodus 
3:16, Exodus 4:5, Exodus 6:3, but in 1 John 4:11-12. 
No man hath seen God at any times. Can you help me resolve this? 
 

Throughout the Scriptures we see evidence that the LORD GOD has 
appeared to have appeared unto man: 

 
ABRAHAM 

Genesis 12 
7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there 
builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him. 
Appeared – OT:7200 ha*r*  ra'ah (raw-aw'); a primitive root; to see, literally or 
figuratively (in numerous applications, direct and implied, transitive, 
intransitive and causative): 
 KJV - adviseself, appear, approve, behold, X certainly, consider, discern, (make 
to) enjoy, have experience, gaze, take heed, X indeed, X joyfully, lo, look (on, one 
another, one on another, one upon another, out, up, upon), mark, meet, X be 
near, perceive, present, provide, regard, (have) respect, (fore-, cause to, let) see 
(-r, -m, one another), shew (self), X sight of others, (e-) spy, stare, X surely, X 

think, view, visions. 

 
Genesis 17 
1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, 
and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 
Appeared – OT:7200 ha*r*  ra'ah  
 
Genesis 18 
1 And the LORD appeared unto him [Abram] in the plains of Mamre: and he sat 
in the tent door in the heat of the day; 
Appeared – OT:7200 ha*r*  ra'ah 

 
In the examples above, the word “appeared” is translated from the 
Hebrew ha*r*  ra'ah which means to see, literally or figuratively. The 
expression in the KJV varies depending upon the context of the Word 
written in context in the Hebrew. However, it is used always to express 
that which is physically seen or discerned by perception mentally 
or spiritually. 
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 ISAAC 
Genesis 26 
 2 And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land 
which I shall tell thee of: 
 
Genesis 26 
24 And the LORD appeared unto him the same night, and said, I am the God of Abraham thy 
father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant 
Abraham's sake. 
Appeared – OT:7200 ha*r*  ra'ah 
 

 
JACOB 

Genesis 35 
9 And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padanaram, and blessed him. 
Appeared – OT:7200 ha*r*  ra'ah 
 
Genesis 48 
3 And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, 
and blessed me, 
Appeared – OT:7200 ha*r*  ra'ah 
 
Exodus 3 
16 Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and say unto them, The LORD God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I have surely 
visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt: 
Appeared – OT:7200 ha*r*  ra'ah 
 
Exodus 4 

5 That they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee. 
Appeared – OT:7200 ha*r*  ra'ah  
 
Genesis 32  
 30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel [face of God]: for I have seen God face to face, 
and my life is preserved. 
Seen – OT:7200 ha*r*  ra'ah  
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God appeared to Jacob when He uncovered Himself to reveal Himself to 
Jacob: 

 
Genesis 35 
7 And he [Jacob] built there an altar, and called the place Elbethel [house of Almighty God]: 
because there God appeared unto him, when he fled from the face of his brother. 
Appeared – OT:1540 hl*G*  galah (gaw-law'); a primitive root; to denude (especially in 
a disgraceful sense); by implication, to exile (captives being usually stripped); 
figuratively, to reveal: 
KJV - + advertise, appear, bewray, bring, (carry, lead, go) captive (into captivity), 
depart, disclose, discover, exile, be gone, open, X plainly, publish, remove, 
reveal, X shamelessly, shew, X surely, tell, uncover. 
 

MOSES 
Exodus 6 
3 And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, 
but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. 
Appeared – OT:7200 ha*r*  ra'ah 

Exodus 33 
 11 And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh 
unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, 
a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle. 
 
Acts 7 
 30 And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him [Moses] in the wilderness of mount 
Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.  
Appeared – NT:3700  o)pta/nomai  optanomai (op-tan'-om-ahee); which means that 
Mosed gazed on the appearance of the LORD’s angel (which of course was God 
Himself manifested in the image seen by Moses). 
 31 When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he drew near to behold it, the 
voice of the LORD came unto him,  
 32 Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold [observe fully]. 
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 Moses did see the Invisible Christ through the Word of God by Faith. 
 
Hebrews 11 
24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;  
25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season;  
26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: 
for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.  
27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing 
Him who is invisible.  
 

Exodus 33 
14 And He [the LORD] said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.  
15 And he [Moses] said unto Him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence.  
16 For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it not 
in that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that are 
upon the face of the earth.  
17 And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast 
found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name.  
18 And he [Moses] said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 
19 And He said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of 
the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on 
whom I will shew mercy.  
20 And He said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see 
me, and live.  
21 And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock:  
22 And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, 
and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by:  
23 And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face 
shall not be seen. 
Back parts – OT:268 roja*  'achowr (aw-khore'); or (shortened) 'achor (aw-khore'); 
from OT:299; the hinder part; hence (adverb) behind, backward; also (as facing 
north) the West: 
KJV - after (-ward), back (part, -side, -ward), hereafter, (be-) hind (-er part), time 
to come, without. 
 

This appearing of God or statement of a man who sees God, as expressed 
by tradition among the Jews, is like a man who sees like a man rowing a 
boat. He sees how the LORD has directed his life as he reflects or looks 
back on his life. 
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 GIDEON 
Judges 6 
21 Then the angel of the LORD put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the 
flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and 
the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the LORD departed out of his sight.  
22 And when Gideon perceived that He was an angel of the LORD, Gideon said, Alas, O 
LORD God! for because I have seen an angel of the LORD face to face. 
Perceived – OT:7200 ha*r*  ra'ah (raw-aw'); a primitive root; to see, literally or 
figuratively (in numerous applications, direct and implied, transitive, 
intransitive and causative): 
KJV - adviseself, appear, approve, behold, X certainly, consider, discern, (make 
to) enjoy, have experience, gaze, take heed, X indeed, X joyfully, lo, look (on, one 
another, one on another, one upon another, out, up, upon), mark, meet, X be 
near, perceive, present, provide, regard, (have) respect, (fore-, cause to, let) see 
(-r, -m, one another), shew (self), X sight of others, (e-) spy, stare, X surely, X 

think, view, visions. 
23 And the LORD said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not 
die. 
 

Pay special attention to the fact that the LORD did not correct Gideon’s 
observation that he had seen the angel of the LORD face to face. It was 
the LORD’s angel seen by Gideon. 
Gideon did not see the Spirit of God face to face. Rather, he saw the God 
as He manifested Himself to Gideon. 

 
 
 
 MANOAH AND HIS WIFE 
Judges 13 
1 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD delivered them 
into the hand of the Philistines forty years.  
2 And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; 
and his wife was barren, and bare not.  
3 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold 
now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.  
 
Judges 13 
16 And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Though thou detain me, I will not eat of thy 
bread: and if thou wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the LORD. For Manoah 
knew not that He was an angel of the LORD. 
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Judges 13 
19 So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the LORD: and the 
angel did wonderously; and Manoah and his wife looked on.  
20 For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of 
the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell 
on their faces to the ground.  
21 But the angel of the LORD did no more appear to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah 
knew that he was an angel of the LORD.  
22 And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God.  
23 But his wife said unto him, If the LORD were pleased to kill us, He would not have received 
a burnt offering and a meat offering at our hands, neither would He have shewed us all 
these things, nor would as at this time have told us such things as these.  
 
 
 SAMUEL 
1 Samuel 3 
 21 And the LORD appeared again in Shiloh: for the LORD revealed Himself to 
Samuel in Shiloh by the Word of the LORD. 
 

 SIMEON 
Luke 2 
25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was 
just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.  
26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had 
seen the Lord's Christ.  
27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for him after the custom of the law,  
28 Then took he Him [baby Jesus] up in his arms, and blessed God, and said,  
29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy Word:  
30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;  
32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 
 
 
 MARY MAGDALENE 
John 20 
 18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the LORD, and that 
He had spoken these things unto her. 
 
 
 DISCIPLES 
John 20 
 25 The other disciples therefore said unto him [Thomas], We have seen the LORD. But 
he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 
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 JESUS who is God had seen God 
John 1 
18 No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom 
of the Father, He [Jesus] hath declared Him. 
 
1 Timothy 6 
14 That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ:  
15 Which in His times He shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords;  
16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; 
whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. 
Amen.  
 

Although the flesh was not God, still the LORD JEHOVAH our Father 
revealed Himself even in that ONE who was Jesus of Nazareth: 

 
John 14 
8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.  
 9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, 
Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, 
Show us the Father? 
 
 

For in HIM dwells bodily the fulness of the Godhead.   
 
Colossians 2 
 9 For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

 
Although no man could see the inner SPIRIT of our LORD residing in Jesus the 
CHRIST, Jesus revealed through many Words and Works that He was the express 
image of the Holy ONE of ISRAEL 
 
Hebrews 1 
 3 Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express image of his person, 
and upholding all things by the Word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high: 

 
Colossians 1 
14 In whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins:  
15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:  
16 For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by Him, and for Him: 
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Romans 1 
 20 For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead; so that they [wicked] are without excuse: 
 
1 Timothy 3 
 16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the 
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory. 
 

3 John 1  
 11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of 
God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God. 

 
John 6 
45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath 
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.  
46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of God, he 
hath seen the Father.  
 
John 4 
 24 God is a Spirit [thus invisible]: and they that worship him must worship Him in spirit and in 
truth. 
 

God is that Spirit that moved upon the face of the waters [Genesis 1:2]: 
Spirit – ĵWr   ruwach (roo'-akh); which means wind or even breath 
 
So as no man has literally seen the wind, we do see the evidence of seeing, 
hearing, feeling as the leaves are carried about, the sound of the wind 
whistling by, the presence of wind softly moving over our skin or moving 
us about.    
 
I have seen the WIND...and I have seen God. 
 
1 John 3 
 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we 
shall see Him as He is. 
 
I shall be made to be like Him and able to see God face to face 
even as He exists in Spirit so we in Spirit shall exist with Him. 


